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Seed offered for sale in containers or in bulk for sowing purposes in Minnesota must have attached a seed label containing 
the information required by the Minnesota Seed Law (Minnesota Statutes, section 21.82).   Proper labeling is the 
responsibility of the initial labeler, that is, the fi rst person or fi rm to label the seed lot for sale in Minnesota, regardless of 
where the fi rm is located.  Initial labelers are required to have a current seed permit.

AGRICULTURAL SEED LABELS

The example label below shows the required information for agricultural (includes lawn and turfgrass) seeds and for 
vegetable and fl ower (includes wildfl ower) seed intended for agricultural use.  The layout of the label can be different as 
long as the required information is clear.

KIND:
Wheat

VARIETY:
Certifi ed Oklee

LOT NUMBER:
05-1AZ

PURE SEED:
 99.90 % 

WEED SEED:
 (IF PRESENT) 0.01 % 

OTHER CROP:
 0.01 % 

INERT MATTER:
 0.08 %  

GERMINATION:
 94 %

HARD (DORMANT) SEED:
 (IF PRESENT) N/A %

TOTAL: GERMINATION PLUS HARD (DORMANT) SEED

 (OPTIONAL) N/A %
NOXIOUS WEED SEEDS:    (NAME OF EACH PRESENT)
 None

NUMBER PER POUND:
 N/A

ORIGIN:
(STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY) Minnesota

GERM. TEST DATE:
(MONTH AND YEAR) 1/06

FOR HYBRID FIELD CORN - RELATIVE MATURITY:
(SINGLE DAY INCREMENT, SUCH AS 93 DAYS) N/A

SELL BY DATE:
(MONTH AND YEAR) 1/07 

LABELER’S NAME: John Doe Seed Co.
LABELER’S ADDRESS: 555 Hazelnut Rd., Smithtown, MN 55443

Note: The “germination test date” may not be more than twelve months old excluding the month of test (fi fteen months for lawn and 
turfgrass or native grass and wildfl ower seeds when used as agricultural seed). A “sell by” date  may be listed in addition to or lieu of 
the test date, which indicates the end of the period for which the label information is valid.

LABELING VARIETIES AND BRANDS

The variety name must be listed on the seed label unless:

• The variety name is not known or does not exist for a nonhybrid seed

• The variety name is known for nonhybrid biennial or perennial seed but the owner of the variety has granted written 
permission to omit it from the label

• The seed being offered for sale is a blend

• The components are not sold by brand names for lawn and turf grass seed sold in mixtures

• A variety being sold as a branded product AND the brand has been registered with the MDA.  If the brand name is not 
registered, then the variety name must be listed.   A brand name must be clearly identifi ed as a brand so that it cannot 
be confused as a variety name.  In these situations the words “VARIETY NOT STATED” are used in place of the 
variety name.



TREATED SEED

“Treated” means the seed has received an application of 
a substance or has been subjected to a process for which a 
claim is made such as a pesticide, inoculant, or fertilizer. 
The name(s) of the substance(s) applied and the words 
”DO NOT USE FOR FOOD, FEED, OR OIL PURPOSES” 
must be included in the labeling for the seed.  The 
appropriate signal word and symbol must also be shown.   
 

REQUIRED RECORDS KEEPING

The initial labeler is required to retain complete records of 
each of seed lot sold in this state for three years. 
 Invoices that include the lot number, name of the kind 

and variety, amount of seed being sold, date of sale, 
and the name and address of buyer and seller.

 A copy of the seed label and the certifi cation 
documents when applicable.

 The test information from which the labeling 
information was derived.

 A representative fi le sample for each seed lot for one 
year.  Samples should be stored to maintain the purity 
and quality of the sample.  

NOXIOUS WEED SEED REQUIREMENTS

Prohibited noxious weed seeds - The following species are 
not allowed in any seed offered for sale in the state.

Canada thistle Musk thistle
Field bindweed Perennial peppergrass
Plumeless thistle Leafy spurge
Perennial sowthistle Russian knapweed
Hemp Bull thistle

Restricted noxious weed seeds - The following species are 
allowed in seed offered for sale in the state but only up to 
the maximum total rate of twenty-fi ve (25) per pound. If 
present in lesser amounts, the name and number per pound 
for each must be listed on the label under the heading 
”Noxious Weed Seeds.”

Buckhorn plantain Dodder
Frenchweed Eastern black nightshade
Horse nettle Wild mustard
Wild radish Hoary alyssum
Quackgrass Giant foxtail

• Township, city, or county ordinances may further 
restrict use of seed containing noxious weeds.

SEED PERMITS

All initial labelers of agricultural, vegetable, fl ower, and 
wildfl ower seed sold in Minnesota must have a seed permit 
in one or more of the following categories:

• Category A: 
 Initial labelers of agricultural seed who sell 50,000 

pounds or less of seed in Minnesota annually.  Permit is 
valid for the current calendar year and is renewable.

• Category B: 
 Initial labelers of vegetable, fl ower, and wildfl ower 

seed sold for use in home gardens and household 
plantings must have a yearly permit for a fee based on 
gross sales in the state.  

• Category C:
  Initial labelers of agricultural seed who sell more than 

50,000 pounds of seed in Minnesota annually.  This is a 
permanent permit.  Fee is based on kind and amount of 
seed sold. Permit holders report sales semi-annually.

UNLAWFUL ACTS

Persons who fail to comply with the requiresments of the 
Minnesota Seed Law are subject to administrative, civil, 
and criminal penalties.

NOTE
A “blend” is a combination of varieties and a “mixture” 
is a combination of kinds. Seed fi tting these defi nitions 
must be labeled using these terms.

“Bin run” seed is usually not legal for sale because it is 
generally not conditioned, tested, or labeled.  In addition, 
there may be contractual or licensing stipulations that 
prohibit saving seed of certain varieties. 

For more information e-mail:  
Stephen.Malone@state.mn.us

For copies of forms, go to:  www.mda.state.mn.us/seed
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