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Popcorn Industry
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Planting & Care

Compare the varieties:

Share pictures on social media: * Nebraska Red: 100 days. Mid-season maturing, deep
i . red popcorn with 1-2 ears per plant. Plants about 7.5
Facebook: @UNLExtension211 feet tall. Walter Bumgarner states this was discovered &

Twitter: @UNLExtension developed by a farmer in eastern Nebraska!

: : * Robust 997: 112 days. 7-8" ears with glossy deep yellow
Instagram: @unl_extension kernels. A high percentage of kernels pop producing
]

tender popcorn. 8-9' plants

Insect Pests
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project to @
brandy.vandewalle@unl.edu
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Fair Exhibits’

Hand harvesting. You can achieve maximum popping potential
only if the corn reaches full maturity. Mature ears of popcorn
have plump, hard, shiny kernels and dry husks. Let popcorn remain
in the garden as long as possible, to allow the kernels to dry on
the sfq?ks.

If the weather turns rainy while the plants are drying in the
garden, harvest the ears and bring them inside to continue
drying. Remove the husks and put the cobs in mesh bags. Hang
the bags in a warm, well-ventilated area.

The ideal moisture content for popcorn is between 13% and 14%.
If the kernels get too dry, they will not pop as well.

Most gardeners have no way to measure kernel moisture except
by popping performance. At least once a week, try popping 20
kernels. While the corn is still too moist, the kernels will pop, but
may not be fluffy or crisp. If the popped kernels are chewy or
tough, with hard edges, they are s‘riﬁ too moist. With each sample,
the corn should produce better quality popcorn. When most of
the kernels in the sample pop up crisp and fluffy, it is time to store
the whole crop.

For a video on harvesting and e

storing your popcorn% .
go.unl.edu/eqvr [=]

https://4hfairbook.unl.edu/fairbookview.php/exhibits @
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[t's hard to believe a snack food that tastes so

good can actually be good for you, but it's true! Popcorn Recipes &

Popcorn is a whole grain that is 100 percent
unprocessed with no additional additives,
hidden ingredients, or GMOs.

Nutrition Info rmation

Air-popped popcorn has only 30
calories per cup; oil-popped popcorn
has only 35 ca,lori‘e?s“

per cup.
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See how commercial popcorn
The Popcorn Board harvest is done...
popcorn.org_ https://go.unl.edu/h87y

Popcorn Production and Marketing
(NCH-5)_Purdue University Cooperative
Extension Service

Growing_popcorn in home gardens,
University of Minnesota

Note: NE Extension does not endorse
any organization in the video.

Fun Fact:
The WOI"/O/'S /arges* IDOIDCOFVI ba// was crem‘ea’ b_(j hundreds O'F vo/un*eers in SGC Cl?t_(j, /owa on June /& 20/6 The Ioa//

weigheaf q,370 Pouno/s—made U/D O'F 0I/WIOS7L 5 7L0V)S 01[ /DO/DCOI’H_OIV)d was /2 fee?‘ n diame*er.
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2026 Special Agronomy Project
Popcorn

Because | enrolled in the Special Agronomy Project about Popcorn: (please check all that apply):
I took a 4-H agronomy project for the first time

I grew Popcorn for the first time

I grew popcorn for the first time

[ learned new information about agronomy

Please list three new things you learned by taking this project:

3

Because | enrolled in the Popcorn project this year, next year [ plan to: (please check all that apply)
enroll in a regular 4-H agronomy, weed or range project
grow popcorn again
try a new cultivar of a plant I currently grow
amend garden soil with organic matter
change an agronomy method I used or use a new method

What change/s do you plan to make or new methods do you plan to use?

Because I enrolled in the Special Agronomy Project this year: (please check all that apply)
I am learning skills that can be used in the future

I can think of ways this project could be a business

I found a connection between my interests and a career

I learned about a new career

Would you enroll in the Special Agronomy Project again? Yes No  Maybe

If yes, what plant would you like to grow and learn more about?

Complete online or send to Fillmore County Extension at 1340 G Street - Geneva, NE 68361.
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