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Ice Breaker & Feedback
Go to Menti.com.  The code 5504 8616

 
https://www.menti.com/al8fvgyiqary



By the Numbers

A total of 268 youth have
participated since the
program’s inception. 

Since the Innovative Youth
Corn Challenge program’s
inception in 2012, 97
teams have participated in
the program with 47 teams
successfully harvesting and
analyzing their plot data.

The Nebraska Innovative
Youth Corn Challenge is in
its 12th year engaging
youth in crop science-
based education

12 47 268



By the Numbers

“We wanted to try the challenge
because our parents are farmers,
and we think that farming is very
important to the economy today.
We are the sixth generation in our
family to farm in Dawson County.
We understand that experimenting
with new technology and
innovative practices on our farm
will be productive for future
generations to come. No youth
have tried the challenge in this
part of the state before.” 

 86% of youth learned
about a new career option
and are interested in an
agricultural career. 

86% of participants agreed/
strongly agreed because of
the program, they have an
improved knowledge of
accurately identifying pests,
understand crop scouting
procedures, how to set up on-
farm research plots, how to
determine if practices
implemented in the field are
profitable & how to evaluate
new products or practices in
the field. 

86% 86% 1 youth



The Program

01

02

03

Team creates a plan of testing a
product, practice, or other
innovative experiment to test
against a test/standard plot. 

Team implements their
innovative & standard plots.
Gather scouting data, take pics
and observe. 

Team harvests plots 
AND creates an 
Ag Literacy Project

Team Project

Project
Proposal

- Due
June 15th 

Complete  
harvest report

and share Ag Lit
project Due Dec.

15

Throughout the
growing season,
scout, take pics,
record videos.

Celebrate
your

Success! 
Banquet in

January



Plot Layout
Example 1 acre minimum 1 acre minimum



Plot Layout Example



Bonus Points

•Conducting Randomized &
Replicated Plots 

•Following the Nebraska On-
Farm Research Network
protocols found at
 

http://cropwatch.unl.edu/farmresearch



Record any differences
Take pictures 
Identify pests 
Record products or work
done to plot
Learn
Have Fun!!!

During Growing
Season...

Scout your plot!
 



•Harvest Report
•Production Records (scouting
forms, etc.)
•Ag Literacy Piece
•Attend Banquet!
•Usually scheduled in
 January on UNL’s East Campus 

After Harvest...



Resources

Timely News Articles &
Crop Updates

Weather data, ET info

Corn Production and
pests

CropWatch.unl.edu



CropWatch.unl.edu



onfarmresearch.unl.edu



Crop Kits

Tools for your field

Time-Elapsed
Camera

360 Camera

CropWatch.unl.edu











Tips and Tricks







Other Resources
•Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/innovativeyouthcornchallenge

•Website:
cropwatch.unl.edu/cropwatch-youth/cornchallenge

https://www.facebook.com/innovativeyouthcornchallenge
http://cropwatch.unl.edu/cropwatch-youth/cornchallenge
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