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State Summary

This May found winter not quite ready to re-
lease its frosty grip on the Midwest. After highs in the
80s and 90s during the first week of May, the second
week saw a blast of cold air that brought snow in west-
ern Nebraska and tornadoes in eastern Nebraska, as
well as some widespread frost. Some areas received
significant moisture, while others continued to stay dry.
The precipitation amounts for the last 60 days, have left
most of Nebraska 1-3 inches below normal, so we are
behind heading into the growing season (Figure 1).

Looking back at last month, precipitation
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amounts for the state were below normal for the south- =5 =+ =3 -z =1 0 1 N
west and northeast quadrants and near to above normal  Figure 1. Departure from Normal Precipitation for the last 60 day (3/23/14-
for the northwest and southeast quadrants (Table 1). 5/21/14) period for Nebraska. Map from the High Plains Regional Climate

. . . . Center.
Some locations in east central NE received over 4 inches

of liquid precipitation and some locations in west central NE received less than a tenth of an inch. Temperatures were
near to above normal for the month with daily average temperatures in the low 40s in the northwest and low 50s in
the southeast.

The precipitation received so far in May made an impact on the drought monitor. Over the last couple weeks,
portions of eastern Nebraska saw a decrease of one to two intensity categories in the drought monitor, all while the
drought coverage and intensity increased in western and central portions of the state (Figure 2). Many areas of the
state are still lacking adequate soil moisture due to the long-term drought conditions. The precipitation in the upcom-
ing weeks will be very critical for wheat yields and early season irrigation.

April 2014 Temperature and Precipitation

U.S. Drought Monitor May 20, 2014
Temperature (°F) Precipitation (inches) High Plains R e
o |fursse P g DTN ot O
East) Daily High Normal Daily Low Normal Precipitation Normal
Scottsbluff 63.8 2.8* 325 1.1 0.60 -1.19 ensiy
Benkelman 67.2 2.2 36.4 24 0.40 -1.47 :
North Platte 63.2 0.5 32.8 -0.6 0.64 -1.33
Valentine 61.6 1.8 32.9 0.5 3.05 1.08
Holdrege 61.8 0.3 35.7 -0.3 4.05 1.77 mo
GrandIsland  64.2 23 39.0 1.2 2.91 0.30 ; ses
Geneva 65.2 2.6 39.8 -0.2 3.70 0.83 et
West Point 62.0 1.8 35.5 -1.5 2.56 -0.45
Ashland 64.6 2.7 37.6 -0.2 3.46 0.49 Figure 2. Degrees of drought reported in the May 20, 2014

Table 1. Temperature and precipitation data from nine Nebraska NWS Coop stations for April 2014

* Red indicates above normal temperatures and blue indicates below normal temperatures
** Green indicates above normal precipitation and brown indicates below normal precipitation

Drought Monitor from the National Drought Mitigation Cen-
ter.

Know how. Know now.

Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska—Lincoln
cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture.

m® University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension educational programs abide with the nondiscrimination policies
242 ALY of the University of Nebraska—Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.



Looking Ahead

The forecast for the next couple weeks
looks to be fairly seasonable. High tempera-
tures will be in the upper 70s to low 80s with
decent chances of precipitation through Me-
morial Day. A cut-off low will move out of the
Desert Southwest, but the timing, strength,
and location of this low is uncertain. The posi-
tion and strength of this low could alter the
precipitation and temperature forecast for
next week. The Climate Prediction Center
forecast from May 30 to June 5 has increased
odds of above normal temperatures for most
of the continental U.S and increased odds for
above normal precipitation from the Northern
Plains and the southeast U.S.
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Memorial Day (May 26) Climatology

Temperature Precipitation

s | AR M o e SO Pt

(West to East) High (°F) Low (°F High (°F) Low (°F (in) Precio. (%
Alliance (1895-2013) 72 45 94 32 .08 32
North Platte (1948-2013) 74 48 97 30 .19 45
Culbertson (1905-2013) 78 49 99 29 12 37
Ainsworth (1906-2013) 74 49 95 32 .22 40
Broken Bow (1895-2013) 74 49 94 32 13 31
Hastings (1907-2013) 76 53 98 38 .17 36
West Point (1897-2013) 77 53 97 35 21 32
Pawnee City (1904-2013) 79 55 96 35 .16 32

Table 2. Long-term May 26 temperature and precipitation averages and records for eight

Nebraska NWS Coop stations.

Looking further out, the One-Month Qutlook for June from the CPC (Figure 3) shows increased odds for above
normal temperatures over the Central Plains and the

West Coast and below normal temperatures for the
Northern Plains and Great Lakes region. There are en-
hanced odds for above normal precipitation in between
the two temperature zones extending from Wyoming to
Florida, which includes the entire state of Nebraska.
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June Climatology
Temperature (°F) Precipitation (inches)
Avg. Avg. Avg. Record Record Mean Record Record
Sites Max Min Temp High low |™ Max Min
Holdrege 84 58 71 110 37 3.94  11.83 0.24
Broken Bow 81 55 68 107 30 4.01 10.33 0.64
Imperial 83 55 69 108 29 3.54 13.73 0.07
Kimball 80 50 65 108 28 2.72 6.96 0.23 .
Chadron 80 53 67 107 26 2.10 5.53 0.09 .
Ainsworth 81 56 69 109 32 371 863 0.57 ONE—MONTH_OUTLOOK
Wayne 80 58 69 100 39 429  11.56 0.34 E?EcﬁgﬁmqEHDPRDBHBILITY EEEEE
Grandlsland 84 5 72 108 36 395 1396  0.43 ﬁEhE”: gUHH$U%3] 4 (E HER
Beatrice 84 61 72 107 38 4.22 6.51 0.30 E d
Ashland 84 60 72 109 35 443  13.29 0.54 Figure 3. June temperature (top) and precipitation (bottom)
Table 3. Long-term (1894-2013) averages and records for temperature and pre- from the Climate Prediction Center.

cipitation for ten Nebraska NWS Coop stations.
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