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Methods

• Survey with receipt 
submission

• Verify seed and application 
costs with receipts

• Clarify abnormal reported 
changes to herbicide costs







Cover Crop Seed: Controlling Costs

• Stick to the basics (cereal 
rye, oats, winter wheat)

• Skip “cocktail” mixes

• Opt for smaller-seeded 
species

• Grow your own seed

• Purchase seed early



Cover Crop Seed: Optimizing Expenditures

• Seed a heavy rate for weed 
suppression, livestock feed

• Multi-species mix for 
grazing

• Consider feed value 
(triticale vs rye)

• Seed legumes early

• Avoid importing noxious  
weed seeds



Cover Crop Seed Application: Controlling Costs

• Couple application with 
other passes
o Mix seed with fall 

fertilizer/lime
o Air seeder coupled 

with VT
o Drill combine

• Use old fertilizer buggy



Cover Crop Seed Application: Optimizing Expenditures
• Hire for convenience

• Ground overseeding for 
precision, early growth

• For aerial application, look 
for rain

• Drill for uniform stand



Keep your goals in mind

• Soil conservation, soil health, water quality
• Single species, most application types

• For weed suppression
• Cereal rye, uniform stand, 1.5 bu/acre+, later termination

• Grazing
• Species with quick fall growth (brassicas, oats), early seeding, overwintering species 

for spring grazing

• Adhere to cost share payment requirements 

(NRCS, state programs)



What about weed 
suppression?
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We asked, “Have you observed changes to 
weed pressure since you began using cover 
crops?”                                             

(N = 381)



Cover crops to reduce herbicide expenses

Sam Bennett: Using a 
cereal rye cover crop 
enabled a $16/ac herbicide 
product reduction without 
an impact to soybean yield



Reduced herbicide expenses with cover crop compared 
to no cover crop (includes herbicide product and passes)

Average reduction of 
herbicide expenses 
on cover cropped 
corn= $10.53/acre

N= 20 

Average reduction of 
herbicide expenses 
on cover cropped 
soy= $13.57/acre

N = 47



Additional herbicide expenses with cover crop compared 
to no cover crop (includes herbicide product and passes)

Average additional 
herbicide expenses 
on cover cropped 
corn= $10.28/acre

N= 34 

Average additional 
herbicide expenses 
on cover cropped 
soy= $9.82/acre

N = 19



Avoiding additional herbicide expenses with 
cover crops

• Combine cover crop burndown pass with already planned pass

• Terminate cover crop with 32 oz Glyphosate on warm, sunny day

• Don’t need extra product



Best practices for reducing herbicide 
expenses with cover crops

• Start with cereal rye ahead of soybeans

• Seed a uniform stand (avoid aerial application, coupling with dry 
fertilizer)

• More biomass helps (higher seeding rate, earlier seeding date, later 
termination)

• Be willing to spot-spray



How are people saving on 



Take home messages

1. Establish clear cover crop goals

2. Consider how you can optimize seed and application expenses

3. Think through reducing other production costs such as herbicide, 
tillage, or forage
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